
A Guide to  
AnthroSource 
 

AnthroSource, developed by the American Anthropological Association (AAA), is the 
premier research database for anthropologists.  
 

 It indexes a total of 32 anthropological journals, newsletters, and bulletins. 
 It provides up-to-date full-text articles from 15 AAA peer-reviewed journals 

(beginning coverage varies).  
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 Hyperlinked access to the full-text articles in JSTOR. 
 

Basic Search 
 The first search option - on the AnthroSource home page 
 Search for a keywords and/or an anthropologist’s name: 

• Keyword example: ethnomusicology 
ethnomusicology and Mali 
 

• Name example: Ashley Montagu  
Ashley Montagu and race 

 
Advanced Search 
 

 “all of the words” → type keywords here to combine topics and narrow your 
search. 

 “the exact phrase” → type keywords here to search them as a phrase. 
 “at least one of the words” → type keywords and/or synonyms to broaden your 

search. 
 

For example: if you are searching for the native or indigenous population’s effect on 
social change in Bolivia, your search might look like this: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here we have our 3 
main concepts in the 
appropriate search 
boxes.  

Change to date range 
to either narrow or 
broaden your search. 

 
Search Tips 
 

 Automatic stemming: AnthroSource automatically includes words with variant 
endings into your search (no need for truncating terms). 

• For example, a search for anthropology will also search for terms 
anthropologist, and anthropological. 

 
 

~ search help continued ~ 



 Phrase Searching 
• Put exact phrases in quotation marks in the basic search box. When in 

advanced search, use “the exact phrase” box (no quotation marks). 
 
 Keyword/Concepts  

• These terms, when 
provided, are usually 
listed before the 
article’s abstract. Click 
on one of these terms 
to locate other articles 
with a similar concept. 

 

Understanding Search Results 
 
Key to AnthroSource icons → 
 
Sorting 
Default sorting is by relevancy. It can also be changed to date (newest first). 

Focus results 
to articles 
related to = 
narrow your 
original results 
to include one of 
these concepts. 
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Focus results to 
articles 
published in = 
limit your results 
to a specific 
publication. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Questions about AnthroSource??? 

 

⇒ Speak with a librarian at the Reference Desk or call the desk at ext. 7228 
⇒ Find AnthroSource search help here: http://www.anthrosource.net/help 

   


